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crown jewels of England, having been presented to Queen
Victoria on the annexation of the Punjab in 1849. Accord-
ing to tradition, this diamond was found near the Kistna
river, and worn five thousand years ago by one of the heroes
of the Mahabharata. The Regent or Pitt diamond, pur-
chased in 1704 when Mr Thomas Pitt was Governor of
Madras, is said to have been found at Partiala in the Kistna
district. It was subsequently set in the hilt of the State
sword worn by Napoleon. Pitt is said to have purchased
the diamond for ^"20,400, and sold it to the King of France
for five times as much. Concerning the transaction,
Alexander Pope wrote the following lines in his Epistle to
Lord Bathurst:—
"Asleep and naked as an Indian lay,
An honest factor stole a gem away;
He pledged it to the knight, the knight had wit,
So kept the diamond, and the rogue was bit."
In the Chauncey MS. the last line runs,
"So robbed the robber, and was rich as P	."
The village of Wajrakarur (vajra, diamond) in the Anan-
tapur district is celebrated for its diamonds, which are said
to be frequently picked up in the fields after heavy rain by
villagers, who sell them to brokers. In 1881, a diamond,
facetiously called the Gor-do-norr after Mr Gordon Orr
the Madras jeweller, of which the original weight was
67^ carats, was found by a villager, and sold to the Nizam
of Hyderabad for Rs 1,65,000. Diamond mines were
worked in former days at Banganapalle, Munimadugu, and
Ramallakota in Kurnool.
By far the largest output of Indian Gold is obtained
from the mines in the Kolar district of Mysore. The
metal is derived from a single free-milling vein or reef of
blue quartz, which averages only some four feet in thick-
ness, and yields gold in paying quantities for a little more

